An animal's ability to win intrasexual conflicts is often determined by the combined influence of several different traits, such as size, experience, residency and prior injury. When each of two (or more) asymmetries favours a different rival, the outcome of a conflict will reflect each asymmetry's contribution to overall status. We investigated the interacting effects of size difference and prior loss of forelegs (a common injury in nature) on the ability of males to win intrasexual conflicts in Trite planiceps, a New Zealand jumping spider (Salticidae). When both rivals were intact, the probability of the larger rival winning increased with the size difference between rivals. When rivals were of matching size, injury was a strong predictor of outcome; intact spiders beat rivals missing one or both forelegs and spiders missing one foreleg beat rivals missing both forelegs. During conflicts between spiders that differed both in size and in injury state, these two variables had combined effects on outcome. The tendency for larger rivals to win increased with size difference, but the probability of the larger rival winning diminished if the larger rival of the pair was the more injured. We used inverse prediction from logistic regression models to quantify the size advantage that is sufficient to offset the disadvantage of prior injury. 
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Animals in conflicts typically differ in several different determinants of overall ability that may each, in part, predict outcome. Relevant asymmetries may include such diverse factors as body size (Riechert 1978; Pavey & Fielder 1996; Hack et al. 1997 ), residency (Jackson & Cooper 1991 Jennions & Backwell 1996; Hack et al. 1997) (Berzins & Caldwell 1983; Fox et al. 1990; Smith 1992) . In laboratory experiments, researchers often boost the relative influence of investigated asymmetries by holding all other asymmetries as close as possible to some standard value. In nature, however, numerous conflicting asymmetries may exist (Parker & Rubenstein 1981; Leimar & Enquist 1984; Dugatkin & Biederman 1991; Jennions & Backwell 1996) . In this study of Trite planiceps (Fig. 1) , a New Zealand jumping spider (Araneae: Salticidae), we consider body size and prior injury (loss of forelegs) as interacting influences on the ability of adult males to win conflicts.
Most invertebrates, and a few vertebrates (lizards, Arnold 1984; salamanders, Brodie 1983) , are able to voluntarily discard ('autotomize') body parts that have been grasped or envenomated by enemies. An antipredator role of leg autotomy has been directly confirmed in some spiders (Eisner & Camazine 1983; Roth & Roth 1984; Formanowicz 1990; Klawinski & Formanowicz 1994; Punzo 1997) . Juvenile spiders are able to incrementally regenerate lost appendages at subsequent moults. But most spiders, including T. planiceps, cease moulting at adulthood and are hence unable to regenerate lost appendages (Foelix 1996) . During field collections of adult T. planiceps spiders over 3 years (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) , we noted that approximately 15% of males and 11% of females were missing one of their long and heavily built forelegs, and 2% of both sexes were missing both of these legs (P. W. Taylor, unpublished data). There have been reports of spiders autotomizing limbs that become trapped in exuviae during moults (Foelix 1996), but we have not observed this during laboratory rearing of several hundred T. planiceps. Hence, loss of legs in nature most likely occurs during encounters with predators. Trite planiceps shares its habitat with several species of large, aggressive, araneophagic spiders against which this defence might sometimes be necessary (Taylor 1997).
